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indexed. Not illustrated. 1859 Excerpt: .the scenes of past times and the habits of the famous ones of the earth: --
The empress sat singly at the upper end of a long table, at which about twelve of the nobility were guests. The
entertainment consisted of a variety of exafter the French fashion; and was concluded by a dessert of the finest
fruits and sweetmeats, such as | little expected to find in that northern climate. Most of these luxuries were,
however, the produce of the empress s own do. minions. Pine-apples, indeed, are chieflyim ported from
England; though those of the growth of Russia, of which we had one that day, are of good flavour, but
generally small. Water-melons and grapes are brought from Astracan; great plenty of melons from Moscow,
and apples and pears from the Ukraine. But what most enlivened the whole entertainment was the unaffected
ease and afl ability of the empress herself. Each of her guests had a share of her attention and politeness; the
conversation was kept up with a freedom and cheerfulness to be expected rather from persons of the same
rank, than from subjects admitted to the honour of their sovereign s company. Dr. Dimsdale afterwards desired
the empress to grant him the assistance of her court physicians, to whom he wished to When we occasionally
descant with so much fluency upon the barbarism and rejudices of other nations, it would be as well to re ect
upon the ignorant and superstitious op...
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