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proper to inform them why the author has written these Leaves from the Diary of an Army Surgeon, or on what
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recruiting was at its zenith, and the City Hall Park was white with the tents of recruiting officers and its streets
resonant with sound of fife and drum, repeated and daily representations were made to the then Governor of
the State, by commanding officers of regiments, of the incompetency and total want of knowledge of the
military and professional duties, by the surgeons who had been appointed to the various regiments already
sent to the seat of war; these complaints became so frequent and well grounded that the appointment of a Post
Surgeon, whose duty it would be to organize the medical staff of each regiment, inspect and vaccinate the
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