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the Roman roads of Britain originated in observations made in all parts of the country as opportunities
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appeared that for a century past the literature of the subject has been widely influenced by the spurious
ltinerary attributed to Richard of Cirencester. Though that was long ago shown to be a forgery, statements
derived from it, and suppositions founded upon them, are continually repeated, casting suspicion sometimes
undeserved on accounts which prove to be otherwise accurate. A wide publicity, and some semblance of
authority, have been given to imaginary roads and stations by the new Ordnance maps. Those who early in the
last century, under the influence of the new lItinerary, traced the Roman roads, unfortunately left but scanty
accounts of the remains which came under their notice, many of which have since been destroyed or covered
up in the making of modern roads; and with the evidence now available few Roman roads can be traced
continuously. The gaps can often be filled with reasonable certainty, but more often the precise course is
doubtful, and the entire course of some roads connecting known stations of the Itinerary of Antonine can only
be guessed at. All vestiges may have been destroyed, but chance discoveries show that much may yet be
learned from remains buried beneath the soil. The network of roads might easily be made more complete, as a
glance at the map will show; but it seems best to refrain from conjecture as much as possible, and to follow
the...
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