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me to write some personal reminiscences as a preface or introduction to the work which you are publishing for
me. Nothing appears to me as being more appropriate than an explanation of how it happened that I, a small
farmer, a lawyer and a judge, most of the time, during a residence of nearly forty years in Texas, should have
collected the materials for such a work, while busily engaged in my ordinary pursuits. Having settled in San
Augustine in eastern Texas in 1841, 1 entered upon my professional pursuits in the manner then common in the
country. That was then the legal and political center of a large portion of the surrounding country. The district
courts, (corresponding to the circuit courts in other states) were then held during the spring and fall months of
the year. It was not unusual when the times for holding them arrived, to see a dozen lawyers with the judge,
mount their horses, with saddle-bags, blanket, and tie-rope, and, thus equipped, start on their journey around
the district, which then embraced many counties spreading over a large scope of country. As some of them
would drop off, and not go around the whole circuit, others would fill their places, so that about an equal
number of traveling lawyers joined to the local bar, would be met with at nearly every court. This mode of
practice was kept up until the late civil war, after which the members of the bar became more and more
localized...
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