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mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.0n 6 February 2000, 60 Minutes aired an
interview of an active duty Air Force major who had refused to receive the vaccine for anthrax. Viewers learned
that he faced the potential of a court-martial for refusing to obey orders. The major s refusal is just one aspect
of a complex controversy surrounding the Department of Defense s Anthrax Vaccination Immunization
Program. Adding to the confusion are a myriad of press releases, communications and opinions from
concerned individuals on the internet, Congressional testimony, issues raised by those in the Reserve
Components regarding any potential effects on their civilian careers, and numerous internet web sites both
supporting and opposing vaccination. Needless to say the anthrax vaccine debate is extremely complex. It is
possible, however, to categorize the issues and concerns with the Anthrax Vaccine Immunization Program as
either clinically related or administrative policy related, then address the two categories separately. An
important aspect of the clinically related issues is to determine if the anthrax vaccine, Anthrax Vaccine,
Adsorbed (AVA), is safe and provides effective protection against the effects of exposure to anthrax spores.
What is needed is a clinical assessment based on data in the published, peer-reviewed medical literature and
medical textbooks. In addition, it is necessary to assess if credible alternatives to vaccination using Anthrax
Vaccine, Adsorbed exist. If medical personnel determine the vaccine is clinically safe and effective, as
documented in the medical literature, then administrative policy-makers may determine if the vaccine should
be administered to Department of Defense personnel. The decision to vaccinate Defense Department personnel
is a policy decision made by those in the legal chain of command and is based on...
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