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abstract: This essay focuses on three American literary works of
the 19th century: Nathaniel HAWTHORNE's famous novel The
Scarlet Letter was published in 1850, Herman MELVILLE's short
story Benito Cereno in 1855, and Mark TWAIN's Pudd'nhead
Wilson between 1893 and 1894. While the younger works Benito
Cereno and Pudd'nhead Wilson are obviously concerned with
the interrelation of blacks and whites, as well as with slavery and
its effects on the American society, The Scarlet Letter primarily
deals with the Puritan way of life and the law system in New
England. Although a direct comparison of the three works seems
to be problematical due to their different subject matters, the
essay will figure out how crime and punishment is depicted in
their broader frame. HAWTHORNE's Scarlet Letter is set in the
17th century in Salem, Massachusetts - the stronghold of New
England's Puritanism. The main character of the novel, Hester
Prynne, is mother...
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