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Ipswich Mills and Factories There are also representations on the monuments of prehistoric Central America, of
women operating with the primitive loom and spinning apparatus. Squier s Nicaragua, Vol. 1, has a
representation (copied from an ancient Mexican manuscript) of a woman weaving, and also of another woman
spinning. Ancient records in China carry back the art of spinning and weaving to an antiquity discredited by
many modern historians. These useful arts are prehistoric; they date before any written history. About 550 B. C.,
Herodotus records, Amasis the first plebeian King of Egypt, sent as a present to the Grecian temple at Lindus, a
linen corslet of wonderful workmanship, each thread of which contained 300 filaments clearly to be
distinguished. Figures were woven into the pattern of the linen and it was adorned with gold and cotton. Cotton
was then a costly material lately introduced from India into Egypt and was used along with gold for the
enrichment of the linen of this corslet. This is said to be the first historic reference to spinning and weaving; but
there are in the Hebrew Bible references which may be older even than this. See Proverbs xxx, 19, Exodus xxxv,
25. Spinning is alluded to by Homer. The implements of the spinners art have been developed from a very
simple and crude beginning. The first spinning implement was probably only a pebble stone taken from the
ground, uncut and unfashioned in any way. The filament of wool or grass, or perhaps the inner bark of some
fibrous plant or tree, was tied to it and twirled around with the...
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