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Excerpt: .his mind. | feel convinced, my young friend, that you should tread in your father s footsteps, and
become a preacher of the gospel. Then he pointed out to him the religious wants of the day--what a lack there
was of evangelical teaching--how few eminent ministers there were both within and without the Established
Church--and, kneeling down, implored that God, whom he believed had led him to speak thus, would consider
his young friend faithful, putting him into the ministry, and make him a burning and a shining light. Qualified
for the ministry, both by natural gifts and religious character, and having enjoyed for two years the classical
instruction of Dr Valpy, of Reading, he entered Hoxton Academy. Whilst there, he was a great favourite. He
enjoyed the especial esteem and love of his tutor, Dr Simpson, who remarked to a friend, That young man will
be a burning and a shining light; and before his death, in 1817, requested that Mr George Clayton should preach
his funeral sermon. He was invited to spend his first vacation of four weeks in supplying the pulpit at Upminster.
This engagement would render necessary some dozen sermons. He had but two, and he was accustomed to
point out the stile on which he sat, and wept as he thought of the responsibilities which he had undertaken, and
his inability to meet them. In 1802 he went to Southampton, and became co-pastor with Mr Kingsbury; great
success attended his labours, the number both of...
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