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indexed. Not illustrated. 1918 Excerpt: .when needed, with vaccinal and constitutional treatment, may confirm
the diagnosis. The leg and the foot were the most common sites of these septic ulcers. Country peoples as a
class go barefoot, thus exposing these parts to traumatism and contamination. Few if any countries have as
great a percentage of the population victims of uncinariasis as has Potro Rico; and the ground-itch due to the
penetration of the skin by the larvae of the worm, seldom escapes secondary infection, which frequently results
in ulceration. Neglect or improper treatment, additional infection, and a lowered state of general health due to
anemia, tuberculosis or other causes may readily explain the chronicity and altered appearance of a simple
pyogenic ulcer. Is there a true ulcus tropicum, an ulcer peculiar to tropical countries having clinical features or
a causative agent which distinquishes it from other ulcers? Workers in tropical medicine do not seem to be
agreed upon this point and the term tropical ulcer, a rather tripping and euphoneous name which catches the
ear and tongue, has been loosely applied to many ulcers, chiefly because they have been observed in the
tropics. Others would limit this diagnosis to ulcers of a distinctive appearance or to those showing some
particular organism, notably the association of spirochoetae and fusiform bacilli. Among the believers in the
clinical entity of ulcus tropicum are those who regard hospital phagedoena as identical with it, an opinion
disputed by others who nevertheless, admit that ulcus tropicum may...
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